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Southeast Idaho Update
This newsletter is intended to provide you with a status update of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s activities in Southeast Idaho.

EPA, Idaho Division of Environmental Quality, the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, and local
governments all share the responsibility to protect the quality of the soil, water and air.  In
some cases, EPA retains the primary responsibility to enforce the federal environmental laws.
This newsletter highlights EPA’s environmental activities.

In This Issue:

WASTE WATER
DISCHARGE PERMIT

 WORKSHOP

See Page 6 for details !

* Re-Draft of Air Regulations for FMC
* Shoshone-Bannock Tribes Apply for “Treatment as a State”
* FMC/Federal Haz Waste Agreement Approved by Court
* McCarty’s/Pac-Hide Site Off the Superfund List
* Wastewater Discharge Permit for FMC
* Wastewater Permit Workshop Scheduled for January
* Groundwater Guardian Public Service Announcements
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Air Quality

New Draft of Air Emission
Regulations for FMC

After evaluating public comments and new
technical information provided by the FMC
Corporation, EPA finds it necessary to
repropose emission limits for some of the
emission sources at FMC.

In February 1999, EPA Region 10 proposed a
complex set of enforceable air emission limits
and work practice requirements to limit
particulate emissions from the FMC Elemental
Phosphorus facility, located on the Fort Hall
Reservation outside of Pocatello, Idaho.  EPA
received six sets of comments, including
substantial new technical and source
emission information from FMC Corporation.

EPA’s revisions will still provide for attainment
of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards
in the same time frame as in the original
proposal, achieving better than a 67%
emission reduction facility wide at FMC.  The
control strategy will reduce particulate levels
from a historic high of 450 micrograms per
cubic meter of air to below 150 micrograms
per cubic meter of air.

“It’s important that these limits reflect reality,”
says Steve Body, EPA’s senior engineer in
charge of drafting the regulations.  “Even
though our goals have never changed, we’ve
seen that in some instances our original
proposal just didn’t reflect what’s really
happening at the plant.”

EPA will request public comment only on
those emission limits and requirements
needing to be changed.  A 30-day public
comment period is expected to begin in
December.  The Agency is required, by a

settlement agreement with the Portneuf
Environmental Council,  to issue final
emission limits/requirements for the FMC
facility no later than July 2000.

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
Apply for
“Treatment as a State”

The Shoshone-Bannock Tribes have applied
to EPA for Treatment In the Same Manner As a
State for certain air quality purposes, as
allowed under section 301(d) of the Clean Air
Act (CAA).

EPA approval of the application would allow
the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes to manage and
administer CAA programs identified in the
application for all emission sources within the
exterior boundaries of the Fort Hall
Reservation.

EPA is currently reviewing the Tribes’
application, and has requested comments
from the State of Idaho to identify any issues
concerning the Fort Hall Reservation
boundary.   Local governments and citizens
may also submit comments.  The deadline for
comments on the assertion of Shoshone-
Bannock authority is December 23, 1999.

Copies of the complete application and
supporting maps are available for public
review at the Shoshone-Bannock Library.

Interested parties can direct any comments on
the boundaries of the Fort Hall Reservation to
the State of Idaho at the following address:

Clive Strong, Chief
Natural Resources Division

Office of the Attorney General
P.O. Box 83720

Boise, ID 83720-0010
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Public comments on the Fort Hall Reservation
boundaries may also be submitted directly to
EPA at the following address:

Doug Cole, Tribal Program Coordinator
EPA Idaho Operations Office

1435 N. Orchard St.
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 378-5764

Hazardous Waste
Management

Hazardous Waste
Agreement with FMC
Finalized, Enforceable

In mid-July 1999, U.S. District Court Judge
Lynn Winmill entered the consent decree
between FMC and EPA to enforce the federal
laws governing how hazardous waste is
managed at FMC’s Elemental Phosphorus
plant.

EPA and the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)
issued FMC a penalty of $11.8 million, the
largest ever assessed under the federal
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA), for alleged mismanagement of waste
storage ponds holding ignitable and reactive
phosphorus waste.  The agreement also
requires the company to spend $158 million
to upgrade air and hazardous waste treatment
operations at the plant.

The proposed agreement was subject to
public comment in late 1998; in March 1999,
EPA and DOJ recommended that the U.S.
District Court in Boise approve the agreement.
In May, the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes filed a
motion to intervene, and submitted a legal
brief to the court outlining the reasons the
Tribes felt the agreement is insufficient, in

particular, the Tribes disagree with the
agreement because it allows the Company to
cap the waste ponds, leaving the waste in
place, rather than removing and disposing  it
offsite.

Tribal leaders have appealed the Court’s
approval of the consent decree in the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals; their brief is due in
late November, and the U.S. response is due in
late December.  The appeal doesn’t have any
immediate impact on the consent decree,
however, and FMC is still bound by the
schedules therein for improvements at the
facility.

Waste Pond Closures

In compliance with the schedules contained in
the consent decree, FMC has completed
construction of the final cap at Pond 8S.
Temporary caps have been installed at Ponds
8E and 15S,  and at the Phase IV ponds.  In
September, EPA provided the public with an
opportunity to comment on the proposed
closure plan for Pond 16S; FMC proposes to
begin closure of this unit in the spring of 2000
by initiating the construction of the dike
partition.

Waste Treatment

FMC is required to treat the waste created
from its processes so that it is non-ignitable,
does not emit toxic gases above defined
levels, and is stabilized sufficiently that the
waste meets Land Disposal Restriction (LDR)
requirements and can be legally disposed of
in a landfill.

FMC representatives have met with EPA and
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes staff members a
number of times to discuss issues related to
the design and operation of the LDR
hazardous waste treatment system.  The
design information and an operating plan for
the LDR treatment system are due to EPA by
March 31, 2000, and will be made available
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for public comment shortly thereafter.  On
November 1, 1999, FMC submitted a request
as required under the federal Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act’s “interim
status” rules to build the treatment system.

Interim Waste Pond Management

FMC continues to safely operate Ponds 16, 17,
and 18, which are still holding phosphorus
waste,  with the management measures
described in the Pond Management Plan.  The
safety precautions include monitoring and
controlling water levels, toxic gas release
monitoring, and creating physical barriers to
eliminate possible human or animal exposure
to the ponds.

Supplemental Air Quality Controls

The RCRA settlement with FMC includes
thirteen different projects to install air
pollution control equipment that reduces the
amount of particulate matter produced from
facility operations. Highlights on these
projects include:

• Improvements to the phosphorus
loading dock area have significantly reduced
particulate emissions.  Eliminating emission
sources (for example, the #6 Tank was
converted to a closed pressure vessel to
ensure no ambient releases), and upgrading
the ventilation system (so that remaining
emissions are ducted to an Anderson-2000
high-efficiency air scrubber), are responsible
for these emission reductions.

• Slag, a molten waste product, is now
“tapped” from the furnaces into crucibles for
direct transport to the slag pile, eliminating all
mechanical digging, loading and unloading of
the hot and cold slag.  After a series of major
structural modifications and equipment
purchases, FMC has eliminated one of the
largest sources of particulate air emissions at
the facility.

• EPA approved the operations and
maintenance plan for the coke dust baghouse.
In 1998, FMC replaced the previous baghouse
with a new, more efficient system that
doubled the ventilation volume of the control
system.

Superfund

Eastern Michaud Flats
Superfund Site Consent
Decrees

In August, EPA and the U.S. Department of
Justice asked for public comment on draft
agreements with the FMC Corporation and the
J.R. Simplot Company to cleanup of
contaminated soil and groundwater at the
Eastern Michaud Flats Superfund Site.  These
agreements spell out the cleanup measures to
be taken by both parties.

The consent decrees were lodged in U.S.
District Court in Idaho by the Department of
Justice on July 21, 1999.  U.S. Department of
Justice is responding to all comments received
during the 30-day comment period, and
anticipates requesting that the court enter the
consent decrees in the near future.

McCarty’s/Pacific Hide & Fur
Recycling Company Site
Removed from the National
Priorities List

The McCarty’s/Pacific Hide and Fur property
outside of Pocatello is no longer a Superfund
hazardous waste site!!  EPA removed the
property from the National Priorities List (NPL)
of Superfund sites on November 4, 1999.
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EPA and the State of Idaho Division of
Environmental Quality determined that no
further cleanup under Superfund is needed,
and that what’s been accomplished is
protective of human health and the
environment.

When EPA proposed to delete the site in late
August, the Agency received only one
comment from the Department of Interior, Fish
and Wildlife Service, requesting information
about the impact of contamination on the
Department’s trust resources such as
migratory birds.  EPA is providing the
information requested by the Department,
and believes that the excavation and removal
actions performed at the site are protective of
natural resources.

Lead-contaminated soil, polychlorinated
biphenyl-containing electrical capacitors, scrap
metal, and other materials were excavated
from the site and disposed of off-site.  Those
areas were then backfilled with clean soil, and
graded to restore surface drainage. Using the
more stringent cleanup levels for residential
use rather than industrial use, the McCarty’s/
Pacific Hide and Fur Company removed all
contaminated soil above health-based criteria
of 400 parts per million for lead, and 1 part
per million for polychlorinated biphenyls.

The site has been cleaned up to EPA cleanup
criteria for any unrestricted use.  However, the
State of Idaho has placed a restriction on one
small area of the property where the
subsurface soils were not tested and that may
contain some contamination above EPA’s
health based risk standards.  Therefore there
are currently no restrictions on surface uses of
the site;  however, prior to any digging in the
small restricted area, an evaluation for
subsurface contamination must first be done.

EPA presents at the
Eastern Idaho
Watershed Conference

As luncheon speakers for the October 22,
1999 conference at Idaho State University,
EPA staff Mark Masarik and Amber Wong
discussed the Superfund cleanup process  and
described a range of options for
environmental cleanup of groundwater and
surface water.

EPA highlighted a recent example of
successful remediation in Tumwater,
Washington.  The Palermo Wellfield was
contaminated with the solvents
trichloroethylene and perchloroethylene, and
has successfully utilized an air stripping
treatment system to remove the solvents from
the groundwater.

Water Quality

Surface Water
Discharge Permit for FMC

For a second time, EPA will issue a draft of the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Permit for FMC to discharge
non-process waste water to the Portneuf River.

EPA’s original draft was released for public
comment in early August; however, based
upon new information received, EPA has
decided to revise certain portions of the
permit and reopen the public comment
period.

The federal Clean Water Act regulates all
discharges to the nation’s surface water.  The
NPDES program is the primary permitting
program under the Act.

The plant produces non-process wastewater
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from the following activities:  bearing case
cooling in the ore briquetting process, beam
cooling and fan bearing cooling in the
calcining process, furnace cooling, steam
condensate from phosphorus dock operations,
and boiler blow down and condensate.  FMC
discharges waste water to the Portneuf River at
an average annual flow of 2.27 million gallons
per day (mgd) with a peak flow of 3.02 mgd.

EPA has tentatively decided to reissue a
discharge permit, subject to public review and
comment.   In addition, the State of Idaho,
Division of Environmental Quality, must certify
that the discharge limits outlined in the draft
permit comply with the applicable provisions
of the State’s Water Quality Standards, which
address water mixing zones, compliance
schedules, and other matters, prior to EPA
reissuing the permit.

The originally proposed NPDES permit and
other related documents are available on the
Region 10 website at
http://www.epa.gov/r10earth/offices/water/
npdes.htm . Newspaper advertisements and
postcard notices to interested parties will
advertise the availability of the revised draft
permit for public review.

NPDES Workshop Planned
A public workshop to discuss the NPDES

permitting process and the draft FMC permit is
scheduled for:

January 5, 2000
from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

at the
Pocatello City Council Chambers

911 North 7th, Pocatello

Pre-registration is required for this workshop!

 To register, please contact Misha Vakoc, EPA
Outreach Coordinator at (800) 424-4372,

extension 8578, or via E-mail at
vakoc.misha@epa.gov

Groundwater Protection

Groundwater Protection
Playing on a TV Station
Near You !

The City of Chubbuck, on behalf of the
Portneuf Valley Groundwater Guardian, was
awarded an EPA Environmental Education/
Outreach grant to develop public service
announcements (PSAs) on groundwater
protection.  Six PSAs have been produced, and
are being distributed to local television
stations, cable TV operators, and public access
channels for airing after the holiday season.
These PSAs cover hazardous waste, illegal
dumping, misuse or overuse of yard
chemicals, storm and street runoff, individual
septic waste issues, and the high cost of
remediation as compared to prevention.

Our collective “thank you” goes out to
Steve Smart, City of Chubbuck Public Works
Director, for spearheading this effort!
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EPA wants to hear from you.
EPA strives to provide you with

useful environmental information.
Please feel free to call, write, or email us to let us know how

we can improve this newsletter to suit your needs.

Questions?
 For information regarding any of the information contained in this update, contact:

Mark Masarik
EPA/Boise

1435 N. Orchard Street
Boise, ID  83706
(208) 378-5761

E-mail: masarik.mark@epa.gov

or
Misha Vakoc
EPA/Seattle

(800) 424-4372, extension 8578
E-mail: vakoc.misha@epa.gov

Other Pocatello/Fort Hall Environmental Agency Contacts:

Idaho Division of Environmental Quality         Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
Pocatello Regional Office Land Use Commission
224 South Arthur         P.O. Box 306
Pocatello, Idaho  83204  Fort Hall, Idaho  83203
(208) 236-6160 (208) 238-3823
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United States EPA Region 10
Environmental Protection Community Relations and Outreach
Agency 1200 Sixth Avenue, ECO-081

Seattle, Washington 98101-1128

Southeast Idaho Update
December 1999

Would you like to receive this update in the future?
This update will continue to be distributed

directly to those individuals on EPA’s mailing list for the Southeast Idaho area.
If you do not want to receive this information in the future,

please request your name be removed from EPA’s mailing list
by contacting EPA as indicated on page 7.

This update is also available electronically on EPA’s website at the following address:
http://www.epa.gov/r10earth/ (once there, click on “Idaho”)

To ensure effective communications with everyone, additional services can be
made available to persons with speech or hearing disabilities by contacting

one of the EPA representatives listed in this update.


